FITTING AND SHOWING GUIDE
BY KATIE WHETZEL
Whetzel Horse Training
Fitting and showing (showmanship) is a halter class judged mostly on the exhibitor similar to equation classes.  Think of showmanship as an elegant dance.  Your partner is your horse, you are both decked out in your best “clothes” and you “dance” in perfect harmony.  To win showmanship you need to have poise, confidence, skill and precision.  
To most judges poise and confidence are the top 2 traits they are looking for when judging a showmanship class.  They want to see that you love what you are doing and that you have the skill and confidence to get the job done.  
Showmanship is primarily judged on the exhibitor.  The exhibitor is judged as they guide their horse through the pattern, then present their horse to the judge.  Even though the horse is not judged, his manners, condition and grooming are evaluated.  The exhibitor is judged on how well she/he presents the horse to the judge, the horse’s appearance is factored into the score as well.  So what does this mean?  It means that the horse’s conformation faults will not affect the score, but if your horse is poorly groomed or ill-mannered that will affect the score.
So let’s break this down into parts so that it is easy to follow:

First we will talk about fitting your horse:

What you will need to fit your horse

· Clippers with at least a #15 blade but a #30 is better or a very good pair of scissors and a steady hand

· Horse or human shampoo

· Tear free baby shampoo

· Rubber brush

· Multi-spray nozzle

· Sponge

· Soft, clean rags

· Baby oil

· Wire brush

· Fine sand paper (100 grit)
· Clean set of brushes (I have a set of “show only” brushes)

· Mane/Tail Detangler

· Roll on fly wipe

· Fly spray

· Nylon sheet and hood

· Tail wrap

· Standing wraps for legs or polo wraps
· Baby wipes

· Hoof black/clear

· Rubber gloves

· Plastic plates or light mat

· Good fitting halter

· Leather wipes

· Shoe polisher for your boots
Clipping

· Ears

· “Goat” hair (hair that grows on jaw)

· Muzzel

· Eye lashes

· Cornet bands

· Pasterns
· Cannon bone

· Bridle path

· Optional areas to clip-white leg markings, tail head

Washing

· Use a rubber brush

· Horse or human shampoo

· Make sure you get the skin clean

· Get the roots of the forelock, mane and tail clean

· Wash udder/sheath

· Wash after you clip unless your horse is very dirty

· To wash the face use a sponge or mist spray and baby shampoo that is tear free, be careful not to get water in your horse’s ears

· Clean the inside of the horse’s ears with a soft, clean rag and some baby oil

· Clean the inside of the horse’s nostrils with a soft, clean rag and water

· Clean under the tail with a soft rag and water

· Hooves-After washing the horse let them dry then use a wire brush to clean dirt and debris off of them. Then use fine sand paper to polish them to the cornet band.  On the day of the show go over them once more with the sand paper then polish them black or clear.
While your horse is drying
· Spray forelock, mane and tail with detangler and work through with your fingers

· Brush your horses coat often with a clean brush to set the hair in the right direction

· When the horse is basically dry put on a clean, preferably nylon, sheet to keep dust off

· Hoods or slinkies are a good idea as are leg wraps and tail wraps, these items are put on after the horse is completely dry and you are done grooming.

· Check for hairs that were missed when clipping and clip those now 

· Brush out forelock, mane and tail, braid or band, put on hood and tail wrap

· When legs have dried completely apply standing wraps

· Put horse somewhere clean and dry for the night

· Put roll on fly spray in ears

Show day fitting

· Get out and feed/check your horse at least 1 hour before you leave for the show grounds or at least 2 hours before the show starts if you are at the show grounds.  Feed your horse breakfast and then check him over for dirty spots.  If he has some, get and bucket and sponge and spot wash him.

· When you get to the show grounds take off your horse’s hood, blanket, standing wraps, tail wrap/braids, mane/forelock braids.
· Brush your horse with clean brushes, checking again for any dirty spots and missed clipped areas

· Use the fine sand paper on the hooves again (start with the wire brush if the hooves are very dirty)

· Put horse someplace level and clean (no dirt or grass), if this type of spot is not available (not in a barn isle that is concrete, this is disrespectful) use plastic plates or a light mat to stand the horse on

· Put on your rubber gloves (no bare hands and no show clothes for this part) and put your horse’s hoof black or clear on.  Leave your horse in that spot until the hooves are dry.

· Re-blanket your horse and tie up the tail until just before you go into your class

Grooming yourself

· Your outfit should have a collar and fit properly

· Monochromatic outfits are best with matching boots

· Hat should fit properly and be neatly shaped

· For 4-H you should have a button down shirt with collar and tie, jeans or show pants, a belt, boots and helmet or cowboy hat

· If you are going to do showmanship in english attire keep it either hunter conservative or use your saddle suit for saddleseat.

· No chaps or spurs

· Gloves are a good idea if you can’t keep your hands clean

· Make sure long hair is put up in a neat bun and that bangs are tucked away.  Males should have a neat, clean haircut

· Study your association’s rule book

After you are dressed

· Take off blanket and take tail down if it does not drag on ground
· Apply highlighter to face if you use it (dust will stick depending on what you use so beware)

· Apply finishing spray if you use it

· Apply fly spray (remember dust will stick so use lightly)

· Halter your horse and practice the pattern (not too much)
Your horse’s halter

· Halter should be a properly fitting clean halter with the lead chain attached correctly.

· The lead chain should run under your horse’s jaw and up the right side of his face.  It can be snapped to either the lower or upper ring depending on the length of the chain.  The snap should have the lever pointed away from the horse’s face.

· Never hold on the chain.  There should be about 4” of chain between the halter and the leather/nylon lead.

· You should hold onto the leather/nylon lead about 4” to 6” from the chain.

· If you are showing huntseat you need to use your huntseat bridle.  If you are showing saddleseat, use your bridle.  With either seat if you use a double bridle show off of the snaffle rein and put the other rein over the horse’s neck.
· For 4-H you must use the butterfly method to hold the extra lead.  If you are showing in an open or breed show you may use the loop method.
Right before you enter the ring

· Use baby wipes to clean the nose, under the tail and hooves

· Brush horse’s body, mane, tail and forelock

· Dust your boots, tuck in shirt/loose hairs, put your hat on straight, smile and enter the ring!!!

Now for the showing part:

Enter the show ring

· Remember the 1st impression can make or break you.  Make sure you are smiling and looking poised and confident.

· Stand up straight with your shoulders back and head up

· Know your pattern if it is posted

· Ask questions at the appropriate time

· Don’t exaggerate the way you move.  There is a fine line between showing poise and confidence and over-showing, which takes away from the picture

· Don’t ever touch your horse in the show ring, this is a major fault

Lining up

· Always make sure you are perpendicular with the fence

· Make sure you are in line with everyone else more or less

· Square your horse up, make sure he does not rest, or fall asleep

· Know where the judge is at all times

· Never stand in the way of the judge’s view of your horse and never stand in a danger zone

· When you stand with your horse stand at a 45 degree angle from his nostril that is closest to you with your toes pointed at his opposite front foot from you about 1-1/2 to 2 feet from him.

Squaring your horse

· Having a horse that squares up quickly is a must.   A well trained horse will set up in 4 seconds or less
· If you work with your horse he will learn to square up automatically every time you stop.  To teach him this by squaring him up whenever you stop him (when you are leading him).

· If you horse does not square up right away do not panic.  Take a few seconds (no more then 15 seconds) to square your horse up or get him as close a possible.  Do not waste the judge’s time.

· If your breed has a certain way to set up you may use it

Walking and trotting

· Make sure you are making straight lines.  Pick something out in front of you and keep your eyes on it while you walk or trot.  Practice this a lot.

· Walk/trot your horse to the judge, not yourself.  This means that you will be slightly to the judge’s right when coming up to him and slightly to his left when going away from him.

· If your pattern calls for you to walk/trot back to the line up from the judge check back over your right shoulder to make sure your horse is still in line with the judge.  You only need to do this once or twice.
· Your feet should be in time with your horse’s feet.  What this means is that if your horse is moving his left front leg, your left leg should be moving and then the same for the right side.  Practice with your horse so that you can get this down.

Pivots

· Your horse should pivot on his right hind foot if he is pivoting to the right and opposite for the left.

· If your horse does his pivot correctly, you will not have to adjust him to walk/trot straight away from the judge or cone.

· A smooth pivot needs to be taught to your horse.  Don’t push your horse to pivot faster then he is able to.  Slow and smooth is better then fast and sloppy.  Only training and time will give your horse a smooth, fast pivot.

Patterns

· If a pattern is posted make sure you give yourself time to learn it

· After you have looked over it, copy it down on a piece of paper so you can have it with you to practice until your class.  (Hint do this for all patterns that are posted, if you ask nicely, this is something your parents are allowed to do for you while you get your horse and yourself ready.)
· Practice the pattern first without your horse so your can learn it without confusing your horse.  Then get your horse and run through it a couple of times, however, do not over school your horse otherwise he will anticipate the pattern and may mess it up.  (Hint this goes for all patterns for the day.)

Judge’s inspection

· While your horse is being inspected by the judge, whether in line or out of line, you need to use the quarter system.

· The quarter system breaks your horse into 4 pieces with two invisible lines.  These lines are right down his spine, giving you a right side and a left side and across his withers, giving you a front half and back half.

· If the judge starts down the right side of your horse stay on the left side until the judge crossed the line across the withers, then move to the right side.  When the judge crosses the line down the spine to the left side of the horse, you need to move back to the left side.  When the judge again crosses the line across your horse’s withers on the left side you then need to move back the right side of your horse.  You can now see how this works.

· Do not try to anticipate the judge’s movements.  Take your time and move with the judge

· Do not cross between the judge and your horse

· If the judge messes up your horse’s tail, you may ask the judge to hold your horse and you may straighten it out.  Always do this if the judge messes with the tail.  Also straighten the mane or forelock if the judge messes it up.  This is the only time you may touch your horse during the class.  If you need to straighten the tail always stand to the side of your horse.

Questions

· Questions are used in showmanship classes to help the judge place the class sometimes.

· Judges like to ask questions that relate to the parts of the horse, horse health and horse care.

Mental Preparation

· Think through each movement of the pattern and try to see it in your head.  This will help you remember the pattern and help you break it down.

· Always think positive, even if you mess up one movement in the pattern, it does not mean you have lost the class, always keep showing!!!!

· Always stay mentally in the class until it is over.  Do not get caught day dreaming!!

Other tidbits

· It takes months of preparation to be good in showmanship but it is worth it.  Remember the class itself is only a very small part of what makes a good showmanship team.  Your horse is your dance partner, knowing your every move and responding to it with grace and ease!!

· Always have a pleasant smile on your face.

· Always know where the judge is at and what your horse is doing.

· Never run over the judge, always stop about 3’ to 4’ from him

· Again never touch your horse in the class

· This is a big one, if the judge talks to you talk back!!  Say hi or good morning.

· Follow the judge’s instructions and if you have questions ask them when he asks if there are any questions.

· Above all have fun.  Showmanship is a very fun class that allows you to showcase your horse and all of your hard work!!!!!!!!!!!!
